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. LAKE GEORGE ‘s Lake
GeorgefWate_rkeepel Clhis
. Navitskyseid he's €0t proof
3 that development .affects

] ~yea: study of 40
msithat ‘empty into
" Lake Georgerecently com-
~ pleted by the Waterkeeper
- sllows Hiat streanis change
1S physzca]ljr, chemigally and
- biologically when develop-
. ment happens around thermn,
. Te said.

- The studylooked at 67

-gites o 40:streams and
" tested themforpHlevels, the

cloundiness of the water and

'~ the arnount of bugs living
. in the stiearn, among other
" factoss. “There's never been

asecomn prehenslve astudyon
the watershed,” Navitsky
said. “We Wantcd aswidea

+study as we could”

Amgrigthe findings,; ave-
port car Jon strezm condi-
tions was released, show-

- ing how each of the 67 sites

eompare to gach other on

" each condition tested. West

Broek, Stewart Brook and

S_mth Brook wete among
~"the streams with poerest
", restilts, scoring low o eri-

terigsuchasthe condition of

| the streambeds amd Habitat
 inand by the stredms.

The study also found that

" most ofthe streams studied
. ‘have smaller nurnbersofin-

strearp aridstreamside hab-

| ftats and can support & de-
* -creasing afnount of ife.

Tna press release from

U the Watcrkeeper, Navitsky
1 gtatés that-a’number: of
| streams-studied are incor-

ctl s classified as. inter-

1 Imttent aridziot protectedby
| stateorlocaliagencies when
- theys
- eyeareponnd:

eally contam water

#There's always been
the assumption that we've
made false accusations that
water quality is impacted
by development ] Navitsky
gaid, adding that the study
shows that upstream water

guality, where little devel-
opment has taken place, is
better. “We are showing that
our activities are impacting
water quality”

Navitsky sai¢ the study
ig another tool in his arse-
nal for advocating for re-
sponsible developinent, as
lie often shows up hefore
Planning Boards through-
out the area to spealk agaist
development.

“\Wa're not against devel-
opment; he saud “We want
o do development hetter!”

Practices such as keep-
ing vegetative buffers along

streams and cutting less
vegetation helps streams
Qtay healthy, he said, and
since much of the water
in strearns flows directly
into Lake George, the wa-
ter quality in streams has an
effect onthe water quality in
the lake.

According to the press re-
lease, the study also serves
as abaseline of siream con-
ditions before new stream
corridor regulations are ad-
opted by the Lake George
Park Conumnission and will
help assess the effective-
niess of the rules after they
are put in place. The full Te-
port is available on the Wa-
terkeeper's website, www.
lakegeorgewaterkeeper.org.




